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(4) the Red Shield of David should be ac-

corded the same recognition under inter-
national law as the Red Cross and the Red
Crescent.

CONDEMNING THE ASSASSINATION
OF FATHER JOHN KAISER

Mr. SESSIONS. I ask unanimous con-
sent the Foreign Relations Committee
be discharged from further consider-
ation of S. Con. Res. 146, and the Sen-
ate then proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the resolution by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A resolution (S. Con. Res. 146) condemning

the assassination of Father John Kaiser and
others in Kenya and calling for a thorough
investigation to be conducted in those cases,
a report on the progress made in such an in-
vestigation to be submitted to Congress by
December 15, 2000, and a final report on such
an investigation to be made public, and for
other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SESSIONS. I ask unanimous con-
sents the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, and
any statements be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Con. Res. 146) was
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble,

reads as follows:
S. CON. RES. 146

Whereas Father John Kaiser, a Catholic of
the Order of the Mill Hill Missionaries and a
native of Minnesota, who for 36 years served
as a missionary in the Kisii and Ngong Dio-
ceses in the Republic of Kenya and advocated
the rights of all Kenyans, was shot dead on
Wednesday, August 23, 2000;

Whereas Father Kaiser was a frequently
outspoken advocate on issues of human
rights and against the injustice of govern-
ment corruption in Kenya;

Whereas fellow priests report that Father
Kaiser spoke to them of his fear for his life
on the night before his assassination;

Whereas the murders of Father Stallone,
Father Graife, and Father Luigi Andeni, all
of Marsabit Diocese in Kenya, the cir-
cumstances of the murder of Brother Larry
Timors of Nakaru Diocese in Kenya, the
murder of Father Martin Boyle of Eldoret
Diocese, and the murders of other local
human rights advocates in Kenya have not
yet been fully explained, nor have the per-
petrators of these murders been brought to
justice;

Whereas the report of a Kenyan govern-
mental commission, known as the Akiwumi
Commission, on the government’s investiga-
tion into tribal violence between 1992 and
1997 in Kenya’s Great Rift Valley has not yet
been released in spite of several requests by
numerous church leaders and human rights
organizations to have the Commission’s find-
ings released to the public;

Whereas, after Father Kaiser’s assassina-
tion, documents were found on his body that
he had intended to present to the Akiwumi
Commission;

Whereas the nongovernmental Kenyan
Human Rights Commission has expressed

fear that the progress achieved in Kenya dur-
ing the last few years in the struggle for de-
mocracy, the rule of law, respect for human
rights, and meeting the basic needs of all
Kenyans is jeopardized by the current Ken-
yan government; and

Whereas the 1999 Country Report on
Human Rights released by the Bureau of De-
mocracy, Human Rights, and Labor of the
Department of State reports that the Ken-
yan Government’s ‘‘overall human rights
record was generally poor, and serious prob-
lems remained in many areas; while there
were some signs of improvement in a few
areas, the situation worsened in others.’’:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) condemns the violent deaths of Father
John Kaiser and others who have worked to
promote human rights and justice in the Re-
public of Kenya and expresses its outrage at
those deaths;

(2) calls for a thorough investigation of
those deaths that includes other persons in
addition to the Kenyan authorities;

(3) calls on the Secretary of State, acting
through the Assistant Secretary of State for
Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor, to
prepare and submit to Congress, by Decem-
ber 15, 2000, a report on the progress made on
investigating these killings, including, par-
ticularly, a discussion of the actions taken
by the Kenyan government to conduct an in-
vestigation as described in paragraph (2);

(4) calls on the President to support inves-
tigation of these killings through all diplo-
matic means; and

(5) calls for the final report of such an in-
vestigation to be made public.

225TH BIRTHDAY OF THE U.S.
NAVY

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Armed
Services Committee be discharged from
further consideration of S. Res. 373,
and the Senate then proceed to its im-
mediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the resolution by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 373) recognizing the

225th birthday of the United States Navy.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.
∑ Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, today it
is my pleasure to pay tribute to the
United States Navy as it celebrates the
225th anniversary of its founding. The
Navy can be proud of a distinguished
heritage, a heritage longer than that of
the United States itself. Because of the
dedicated service of our nation’s sail-
ors, Americans can feel secure that our
shores are free from foreign aggression,
and the world’s oceans and seaways are
open for peaceful commerce. The re-
cent terrorist attack on the U.S.S.
Cole, resulting in the death or pre-
sumed death of 17 sailors, reminds us of
the personal risk that the members of
our Navy bravely face every day, in
peacetime as well as wartime.

On October 13, 1775, the Second Con-
tinental Congress authorized the acqui-
sition of ships and establishment of a
navy. Within a few days, a Naval Com-
mittee was established to coordinate
the purchase of ships and the recruit-

ment of personnel, and to draft rules
regulating the Navy’s administration.
Although the Continental Navy of the
Revolutionary War was rather humble
compared to today’s Navy—it was
made up of only 40 vessels at its peak—
it played an important role in the mi-
raculous success of the American Revo-
lution. The Navy was able to seize al-
most 200 British ships as prizes, includ-
ing many off the British coast, and this
forced the British to divert valuable
warships to the protection of transport
convoys. It was in one of these raids
that the legendary John Paul Jones ut-
tered his immortal words: ‘‘I have not
yet begun to fight!’’ And this spirit of
unflagging courage and selfless dis-
charge of duty has animated the hearts
of every sailor since.

Our Founding Fathers saw the role of
the Navy as important enough to merit
specific mention in Article I, Section 8
of the Constitution, which empowers
Congress to ‘‘provide and maintain a
Navy.’’ As American history has un-
folded since then, the U.S. Navy has
distinguished itself in every major
armed conflict in the history of our
country, from the War of 1812 and the
Civil War all the way to the Gulf War
and the conflict in Kosovo.

As we enter the 21st century, the U.S.
Navy is without question the pre-
eminent sea power in the world. On Oc-
tober 2, 2000, the active fleet contained
318 ships and 4,108 aircraft, and over
373,000 active-duty personnel filled the
Navy’s ranks. The U.S. Naval Academy
in Annapolis provides its midshipmen
with an academically rigorous cur-
riculum, and no less important, leader-
ship and character development. This
rigorous preparation continues at a
more advanced level at the Naval War
College, which teaches the latest naval
doctrine and strategy to senior and
mid-level officers. Thanks to these
prestigious institutions, the U.S. Navy
boasts the finest and best qualified
naval officers in the world, and the
ability to face with confidence any
challenge to American security.

According to the Navy, its mission is
to ‘‘maintain, train and equip combat-
ready naval forces capable of winning
wars, deterring aggression and main-
taining freedom of the seas.’’ No mat-
ter where a sailor serves, whether on
an aircraft carrier, submarine, battle-
ship, cruiser, or naval base, his or her
contribution is vital to fulfilling this
mission. The Navy’s worldwide reach
allows our country to maintain U.S.
national security through dominance
of the seas, a dominance made possible
by a combination of highly trained
service members and highly sophisti-
cated technology.

I’d like to take this opportunity to
thank in particular those Minnesotans
who have served, or are currently serv-
ing, in the Navy. I am proud of them,
and they should know that their sac-
rifices on behalf of the cause of free-
dom are not taken for granted by their
friends and neighbors in Minnesota.

I’m sure my colleagues will join me
in recognizing the rich heritage and
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